Introduction
Karst forests compose some of the most unique microhabitats found in tropical ecosystems. They are generally open canopy forests surrounding formations of ancient limestone and comprised of a number of unique, small, spindly trees and spiny plants adapted to nutrient poor conditions and periodic drought (Kiew 1998) . Despite the astonishing degree of floral endemism in karst forests, vertebrate systematists have generally overlooked these areas and thus, only a few specialized vertebrates are known to exploit the unique microhabitats they compose (i.e. Jenkins et al. 2004; Alström et al. 2010; Woxvold et al. 2009 ). The growing exception to this lack of scientific inquiry is the recent increase in the discovery of highly specialized, endemic species of reptiles found in Peninsular Malaysia. We have been surveying karst forests and their associated limestone formations since 2008 and have discovered seven new karst-adapted species of Rock Geckos (genus Cnemaspis: Grismer et al. 2008b Grismer et al. , c, 2009 The discovery of Cyrtodactylus guakanthanensis sp. nov. adds to a growing body of evidence that karst regions should be protected and better studied. If reptiles are an indication of the hidden diversity within these unique habitats, then limestone forests may be some of the most biotically rich habitats in Peninsular Malaysia with a level of herpetological endemism approaching that of Malaysia's islands (see Grismer 2008 Grismer , 2011b Grismer et al. 2011) . Terminating this species before it is discovered, described, and studied is not only illogical, it is tantamount to discarding a wrapped gift before it is opened and its value assessed.
